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Abstract. The article analyzes the process through which the Romanian Orthodox 

Church acquired autocephaly from both the perspective of canon law and that of 

modern public law, highlighting the convergence between the affirmation of state 

sovereignty and ecclesiastical reorganization in the nineteenth century. The study 

demonstrates that autocephaly functioned simultaneously as an ecclesiastical 

canonical institution and as a legal-political expression of the Romanian nation-

state. 

 

 

Keywords: Autocephaly, State Sovereignty, Constitutional Law, Canon Law, 

Nineteenth Century, Nation-State. 

 

JEL CODE: H11; N43; P16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 DOI: doi.org/10.69581/RJPA.2025.11.06 
2 ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-3687-5426 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/deed.en

